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Spring



Double Checking Eligibility

• Do this BEFORE tryouts

• Ensure no ineligible player is 
drafted or placed on a team.

• Contact all players returning 
to Major Division teams who 
have not signed up.

• Get statement from the 
parent(s) if they are not 
planning to return to your 
program.

Sample letter to parents of a child who 
is to return to a Major Division team, 
but has not yet signed up.

Dear Parent:

Our records show that you have not signed 
up your child, Billy Smith, who was a 
member of the Blue Jays last season.

We must inform you that if Billy is not 
signed up by Feb. 20 (draft day), he will be 
released from his team and may not be 
permitted to participate at Hometown 
Little League until next year.

Please call the Player Agent, Thomas 
Jefferson, at 555-6789, as soon as possible, 
and let us know if he is going to play this 
season.



Player Tryouts

• Review league division eligibility 

• Prepare a tryout list

– Assign numbers to players

– Organize by division

– Draft numbers affixed to 
player for identification

• Provide copies to Managers / 
Coaches in attendance

• Have multiple tryouts 



The Draft

• Plan A – existing teams from 
previous season remain intact 
with selection of new players 
being completed in a round-table 
format: the last-place team of the 
preceding season gets the first 
choice in every round of the draft, 
the next to last place team gets 
the second selection etc…

Leagues must utilize draft methods outlined in the 

Operating Manual:



The Draft

• Plan B – Total Redraft - redraft of 
previous season teams, held in two 
separate parts.  1st Preliminary 
Draft- Returning players to division 
are selected  2nd Draft- Players 
eligible through tryouts are selected 
to fill remaining rosters (See 
Alternate method next slide)

Leagues must utilize draft methods outlined in the 

Operating Manual:



The Draft

• Plan C – Blind Draft – Preliminary & 
Second drafts apply.  Players 
separated by age – names placed in 
non-transparent container –
individually selected at random and 
placed on team

Leagues must utilize draft methods outlined in the 

Operating Manual:



• Alternative to two separate 
drafts (one for returning 
players, and one for new 
players) 

The Draft

Alternate Method for Plan B

Leagues must utilize draft methods outlined in the 

Operating Manual:



• Conduct a regular draft 
wherein, if a number of 
returning Major League players 
has not been drafted by the 
time that same number of draft 
picks remain, those returning 
players must be the only players 
eligible from that point forward 
in the draft. 

The Draft

Leagues must utilize draft methods outlined in the 

Operating Manual:

Alternate Method for Plan B



Example: 

• With nine picks left in the draft, 
there are nine players who were 
Major League players in the 
previous season still not drafted 
for the current year. Those nine 
players become the only nine 
eligible players, and must be 
drafted.

The Draft

Leagues must utilize draft methods outlined in the 

Operating Manual:



• The selection of players 
for the various teams 
within a league shall be 
in compliance with the 
Little League Draft 
Selection System as 
detailed in the 
Operating Manual.

The Draft



• NOTE: All candidates who 
are league age twelve (12) 
must be drafted to a Little 
League Major Division 
team or to a Little League 
Intermediate (50/70) 
Baseball Division or Junior 
Softball Division Team. 

The Draft



• Exceptions can only be 
made with written 
approval from the District 
Administrator, and only if 
approved at the local 
league level by the Board 
of Directors and the parent 
of the candidate.

The Draft



• Leagues may submit an 
alternative method to the 
Charter Committee for 
consideration, prior to 
draft being held

The Draft



• Team Expansion and 
Reduction plans are 
outlined in the 
Operating Manual --
contact your DA for 
further assistance

The Draft



Player Draft /Options

• Options # 2, 3, and 4 must be in 
writing to the Player Agent 48 
hours prior to draft

1.  Brother / Sister Option

2.  Brother / Sister of player 
currently on team

3.  Sons / Daughters of 
Managers

4.  Sons / Daughters of Coaches



Brother/Sister Option

• Two or more siblings in the 
draft – first brother or sister is 
drafted

• Manager automatically has the 
option to draft the other 
brother or sister on the next 
turn

• Failure to exercise option 
makes the second sibling 
available to be drafted by any 
team

Player Draft /Options



Brother/Sister Option of Player 
Currently on a Team

• Manager may submit an 

option on a draftee if the 

player candidate’s brother or 

sister is a member of the 

manager’s team

• If an option is submitted, the 

Manager MUST draft the 

sibling within the first three

draft selections

Player Draft /Options



Sons/Daughters of Managers

• If a manager has son / 
daughter eligible for the draft, 
must submit option in writing

• Manager must exercise option 
at or before specified round

• Parent / Manager option takes 
priority over any other option

• NOTE: Provisions also apply for 
managers having eligible 
brothers / sisters in the draft

Player Draft /Options



• New coaches shall not be 
appointed nor approved until after 
draft

• Returning coach may exercise 
option through manager provided:

– Coach has served as a coach 
or manager (at any level) for 
the past two years

AND

– Coach is returning to the same
major league team as last year

• NOTE: In order to exercise this 
option, the coach MUST qualify 
under BOTH conditions

Sons/Daughters of Managers

Player Draft /Options



Draft Rounds

Draft 

Round 

Little 

League 
Junior Senior Big 

5 9-10 - 13/14 
(14 SB) 

15/16 

4 11 12*/13 15 17 

3 12 14 16 18 
 

 

all



Trading

• Manager may trade a player 
up to 14 days after the first 
scheduled game.

• All trades must be through 
and with the approval of the 
Player Agent

– Minor League players 
may not be traded for 
Major League players

– All trades must be player 
for player

– Trades involving a player 
for draft choices are not 
permitted

• All trades must be for a 
justifiable reason and 
approved by the local Board



Duration of Title

• Each player acquired shall, 
for the duration of their 
major league career, be 
property of the team 
making the acquisition, 
unless traded or released.



• Player, manager and coach 

data must be submitted to 

Little League International by 

April 1, 2020 or team rosters 

by June 1, 2020.  

• Recommended method of 

use:  Little League Data 

Center

Rosters



• A player who is injured must 

be on a roster at 

Headquarters to be covered 

by Little League insurance.

• Rosters may be computer-

generated and hard copy 

forwarded.

Rosters



• Discretion of the local 

Board of Directors

• Sunday games are OK

• Little League 

recommends splitting 

the season in half

Scheduling Games



• Allow for “rain-dates”

• Season must be completed 

by the day before the 

respective Tournament 

begins.  However, 

Tournament Teams may be 

announced June 1st but 

ONLY after verification of 

player eligibility and 

availability.

Scheduling Games



• Must have an approved 
Interleague Play form signed by all 
League Presidents participating 
and DA, prior to any games played.

• Recommend that an Interleague 
Committee be created with one 
representative from each league 
participating along with a District 
Staff representative.

• Recommend that Interleague 
Ground Rules be created prior to 
any games played.

How to Handle Interleague Play

Scheduling Games



Interleague Play Form

• Enter State, District and Level of Play

• Remember: Use one form for each division



•Enter League names, ID numbers 
for each 

•Enter populations and numbers of 
teams

Interleague Play Form

•Presidents’ signatures needed

•Enter number of players in 
appropriate age sections



• Check Combo request for Tournament Play (No)

• Identify leagues combining (No need as combo is not requested)

Interleague Play Form



• Each League must charter (In appropriate division)

• DA Signature / District / Date

• Regional Director Signature / Date (For Tournament play only)

Interleague Play Form



• Enter State, District and Level of Play

• Remember: Use one form for each division

Combined Teams



• Enter League names, ID numbers for each 

• Enter populations and numbers of players

Combined Teams



•Enter number of player in appropriate age sections 

•Presidents’ signatures needed

•Identify combinations for tournament  (max 3 Leagues)

Combined Teams



•Each League must charter (in appropriate divisions)

•Forward to District Administrator prior to start of Regular Season

•Check combo request for Tournament Play

Combined Teams



•Identify leagues combining 

•District Administrator Signature / Date

•Regional Director Signature / Date (if tournament combination is requested)

Combined Teams



Charter Committee Waivers

Reasons for requesting a Charter Committee Waiver

• Out of Boundary (Regular 
Season/Tournament)

• 15-year-olds playing down in Juniors

• Uneven number of players on a team 
within a division

• Less than 60% participation for 
Tournament 

• Merge/Split leagues



Charter Committee Waivers

Reasons for requesting a Charter Committee Waiver

• Special Games with non-Little    

League teams

• Combine for Tournament Teams

• Modify Playing Rule/Regulation

• Alternate Draft method



Charter Committee Waivers

Process

• Local League Board votes 
whether or not to      request 
waiver

• If Board votes to request a 
waiver, the President writes a 
letter, detailing the request 
and submits to SER Waiver 
Website.  Supporting 
documents are attached and 
the DA is notified by the 
website

• DA provides his/her 
recommendation and 
indicates such in the Waiver 
Website



Charter Committee Waivers

Process

• Regional Office presents 
their case(s) to the 
Charter Committee

• Charter Committee will 
inform Regional Office

• Regional Office informs 
the DA

• DA informs the local 
league



Regulation IV (j)

• Establishes a deadline for waiver requests 
regarding player eligibility.

- Regulation IV(j) - Any request for a 
waiver pertaining to the eligibility of a 
player must be submitted in writing, by 
the President of the local Little League 
through the District Administrator, to 
their respective Regional Director not 
later than June 1st of the current year. 
Requests submitted after that date will 
not be considered.



The Regular Season



Opening Day!

• Ceremonies should be 
brief and meaningful

• Invite media

• Great time to get new 
members

• Select and pay homage 
to Top Volunteer, Mom, 
Challenger and Good 
Sport of the Year (send 
paperwork to DA)



Regulation IV
Multiple Participation

• Little League (Majors), Minor League, Tee Ball, Junior, 

and Senior League participants may participate in other 

programs during the regular season provided such 

participation does not disrupt the Little League 

(Majors), Minor League, Tee Ball, Junior, and Senior 

League season.

• NOTE 2: Consistent with a manager’s ability to 

conduct the affairs of his/her team, a manager may 

remove a player from the team, subject to Board of 

Directors approval (or district approval, if chartered 

at the District level), for the current season if the 

player repeatedly misses practices or games.



Protest Committee

• Local league Board of 
Directors is totally 
responsible for solving 
protests during regular 
season

• President may call DA, 
then Regional 
Headquarters for 
interpretation of a rule 
or regulation (not a 
ruling)



President

May manage, coach or umpire in any division in the league 
provided he/she does not serve on the Protest Committee. The 
president of record or anyone who assumes the position or duties 
of president, on or after January 1 of the current year, is not 
eligible to serve as Tournament Team manager or coach.

Vice Presidents and Player Agents

The Vice President may  manage, coach or umpire in any division 
provided they do not serve on the Protest Committee.

The Player Agent shall not manage, coach or umpire in any division 
in the league in which he/she has any responsibilities. This may 
not be circumvented by giving the person a different title.

President/Vice President 
Player Agent(s)



• Manager MUST make the 
Board aware

• Player Agent finds out 
why the release is 
wanted

• Issue goes to Board
• If released, player is 

notified in writing
• Player CANNOT be 

released from a Major 
team to a Minor team

• Player can try out next 
season

SAMPLE LETTER TO RELEASED 

PLAYER/PARENTS

Dear Jones Family:

The Board of Directors of Hometown Little 

League met on  (date) to consider a request to 

release Betsy Jones from her team in the Major 

Division.

The release has been approved. As such, Betsy 

is no longer eligible to participate at Hometown 

Little League for the balance of the current 

season. However, we would like to invite Betsy 

to try out for a team next year.

We will retain your address in our files, and will 

be back in touch with you when registration is 

scheduled for next season.

Bulletin: A Minor League player who refuses to “go up” to a Major Division team, when 

called, forfeits his/her eligibility to play in the Major Division for the remainder of the season. 

The league may also require that the player be transferred to another Minor League team.

Releasing a Player 

During the Season



Disciplining a Member
• Committee receives complaints IN 

WRITING and reports to the Board.

• Board could decide to take no further 

action or send WRITTEN notice to the 

accused; when, where and why they 

need to appear (due process).

• Board could decide to draft a written 

warning, temporarily suspend 

Membership privileges, or suspend 

or revoke Membership privileges for 

remainder of the year (2/3 majority 

vote needed).



Regular-Season Playoffs

• If playoffs are games between first 
and second half champions in the 
same division of the same charter, 
no written permission is needed.

• Regular Season rules ONLY

• Any other games require written 
permission as Special Games 
under Regulation IX.

• Protests can not be referred to 
Regional Headquarters or 
Williamsport.



Summer



Special Games

• Used to provide additional playing opportunities. 

• Intermediate (50-70) Division and Junior League up to six (6) 
games played under special games against LL teams may count 
towards players’ regular season

• Senior League up to ten (10) games played under special games 
against LL teams may count towards players’ regular season

• Regular season or Tournament Rules to be used.  Softball may 
use the Expanded Special Games Guide.

• Excellent fundraising opportunity.

• Forms must be completed and approved before games begin.



Selection of 
Tournament Teams

•Eligibility

•Availability

•Ability

Criteria for Selection Groups Voting

•Players in that Division

•Managers in that Division

•Coaches in that Division

•Volunteer Umpires

•Board of Directors

Recommended Method

Method of selection determined by the local BOD



Team/League Eligibility

• To be eligible for Tournament, the following must be 
accomplished:
– Charter in division you have Tournament Teams by June 

1, 2020.
– All required waivers submitted and approved prior to 

June 1, 2020.
– All Regular Season team rosters submitted to LLI per 

Regulation IV (g), not later than April 1, 2020.
– Fees incurred by the league must be paid in full by June 

1, 2020.
– All Combined Teams and Interleague Play requests that 

involve Tournament requests must be submitted by 
June 1, 2020.

• Failure to meet any of the above requirements could 
result in a team or teams being declared ineligible by 
the Tournament Committee.



Tournament Eligibility 
Verification Process - Affidavit

• Requires the following additional information for players, managers, 

and coaches:

– League boundary map must accompany affidavit with locations 

of each player noted – appropriate signatures required

– Tournament Player Verification Form (Passport) for each player.

– Waivers for players outside the boundary must accompany 

affidavit [II(d), IV(h) or Charter Committee]

– Copies of documents needed to establish residence of all 

participants must accompany the team. Actual documents need 

to be seen when verification process takes place. DA still needs 

to see original birth certificate.

• Participation in other programs during the International Tournament 
is permitted, subject to the provisions of Regulation IV (a) Note 2.



Required Signatures
Affidavit

• League President AND Player Agent are required 
to sign the affidavit attesting to accuracy of the 
information.

• Manager must sign affidavit signifying he/she 
understands the playing rules, rules regarding 
pitching eligibility, as well as his/her right to refer 
protests to the Tournament Committee. 



Multiple Participation
During International Tournament

• Participation in other 
programs during the 
International 
Tournament is 
permitted, subject to 
the provisions of 
Regulation IV(a) Note 2.



Tournament Eligibility Verification

• Eligibility information, 
including residence for the 
District winner, will be verified 
at the district level.

• Eligibility information verified 
at each tournament level in 
addition to original screening 
by the District Administrator.

• Eligibility information required 
to accompany each team at all 
levels in case of discrepancy. 



Tournament Mileage

• League is reimbursed ($1 per mile) for travel 
to Section Tournament levels and beyond 
(credit toward next year’s fees)

• For teams traveling 150 miles or more

• Maximum of one round trip per tournament 

• Deadline is September 15th



Fall

In accordance with Constitution

Annual Meetings – Board Elections – Election of Officers 



Second Season/Fall Ball
Training and Development

• Same rules and regulations apply, as in Spring season

• Can be conducted on an informal basis 

• Great opportunity to introduce new divisions

• Great way to recruit both parents and additional adult volunteers for 
next year

• Interleague play may roll over from Spring season

• Can use current or following year’s age chart

• No additional fees (Includes the $10.00 / team charter fee)

• Insurance needs to be adjusted if more teams are added in a division 
than were chartered and insured in the spring season 

• Managers and Coaches for TAD must be appointed and approved

• Make sure to do background checks on all new volunteers

• Send in names of new players to Little League International 
Headquarters



Forms and Backup


















